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that of victory- over the superior opposing forces. It was the
inactivity of the European Powers themselves that gave
Germany the opportunity of so developing her war machine
that the plan of development began to be determined on the
lines required for an offensive, with the adoption of Wehrwirt-
schaft, involving the energetic production of substitute materials
for the creation of national self-sufficiency (Autarkic}. This
conception, which to-day governs not only military but
political and economic policy, has been produced by the actual
course of developments, including the absence of any sort of
restraining influence. Politically, of course, it offers the great
opportunity of upsetting the present European political order
by the simple fact of the possession of overwhelming military
power, and of enforcing by means of material pressure great
political aims which otherwise could only have been attained
by years of persistent political agitation and intrigue.
It is in the nature of things that every army should assess the
political situation from the point of view of possible warlike
operations, and should try to provide itself with the means of
success in face of the most unfavourable possible combination of
Powers against it. It is for the political rulers to determine
whether particular political situations rule out the possibility of
warlike operations because they would involve the nation in
excessive risks, or because they would require such an increase
of its armament as would cripple it in the long run. The
National Socialists, however, have ignored this principle;
for the sake of their aims in home and foreign policy they have
induced the army leaders to take the total mobilization of the
whole nation and of its means of production as the basis of their
operations. It has been the National Socialist leaders, not the
army leaders, who dispensed with political methods of procur-
ing for Germany a leading position in Europe, adopting in
place of them methods of pure violence.
I do not propose to criticize the German rearmament in